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Programs + Services + Benefits = Farm Bureau memberships

For the second year in a
row, the LaSalle County Farm
Bureau (LCEB) Call A Thon
was a huge success.

On March 15, LCFB Di-
rectors called membership, so-
liciting ideas about what their
organization could be doing to
better serve them. While ideas
were offered to guide the
Board of Directors on local,
state, and national issues, the
general attitude of the mem-
bership was that the Farm Bu-
reau is doing a great job.

According to Bob Beutke,
Viewpoint Committee Chair
for LCFB, the calls from Direc-

tors were appreciated and even
requested!

“This year, there were even
people calling the office asking
Jeff to be sure they received a
call on March 15! laughed
Beutke. “Who would have ever
guessed that a Call A Thon
would be in high demand?”

The Board made an effort
to call new members, those
that had joined in the past year,
and were encouraged to hear
mostly positive comments
about the work Farm Bureau is
doing as well as recruit some
new volunteers.

The top issues brought up
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by membership were EPA
over-regulation, state budget
and income tax concerns, and
the spreading of municipal
sludge.

In regards to EPA over-
regulation, many were con-
cerned about proposed regula-
tions that will severely impact
farmers, their ability to do their
jobs, and their bottom line.
Most all were happy to hear of
the action the Illinois Farm Bu-
reau is taking on the issue,
through programs like the
Leaders to Washington and
also through opportunities to
testify at EPA hearings in
Washington, DC. Some won-
dered how the EPA gained so
much authority and why agri-
culture wasn’t involved much
sooner.

Beutke said that the Direc-
tors heard two sides to this
story. Everyone had concerns,
some were happy with what
Farm Bureau was doing to
fight it and some were upset
that Farm Bureau hadn’t gotten
involved sooner.

On a state level, budget

LaSalle County Farm Bureau Board Member Fred Seville calls members of the
LCFB during the March 15 Call A Thon. The goal of the Call A Thon was to
seek input and advice from the membership on key local, state, and national
issues.

and taxing issues were the
biggest concerns.

“The Call A Thon was held
right around the time that we
were scared we’d lose tax ex-
emptions on farm inputs so of
course, that issue was a top pri-
ority and in the forefront of
their minds. IFB’s action re-
quest to call, write or email
your state representatives and

senators has been effective so
far at maintaining ag tax ex-
emptions,” Beutke said.

IFB and LCEB plans to
keep on top of this issue, rec-
ognizing that it is a huge con-
cern to every farmer and every
farm that the state not try to
balance its budget on the backs
of farmers.

Continued on page 4

Donna Jeschke of Mazon, lllinois represented the lllinois Corn Marketing
Board during the LaSalle County Farm Bureau annual Media Breakfast on
March 22. She discussed priority issues for lllinois corn farmers such as a
lack of understanding between farm and non-farm consumers and burden-

Infrastructure and free trade agreements
key issues during Colombia/Panama tour

some regulations.

Connections made at Ag breakfast

Given the lack of undet-
standing between people who
live on the farm and people
who don’t, the LaSalle County
Farm Bureau (LCFB) hosts an

breakfast was attended by John
Harris, WCMY; Rick Koshko,
WCMY; Chuck Stanley, The
Times; and Josh Ellerbock, Ot-
tawa Delivered as they seck to

David Myer of Marseilles
accompanied an Illinois farmer
delegation to Colombia and
Panama on March 8-15. The
tour, hosted and sponsored by
the Illinois Farm Bureau, was
part of an annual effort to edu-
cate Illinois farmers about inter-

we need to improve them to in-
crease productivity and get
more products up and down the
river more efficiently.”

Not only are Panama and
Colombia seeing the value of
investing in infrastructure and

making needed investments in
technology and infrastructure
to better meet growing demand
and changing needs.

Myer said that the group
was troubled that the U.S. can-
not find the leadership to invest
in its infrastructure when 78

annual media event, hoping to
open the lines of communica-
tion between LaSalle County
farmers and the members of
the local media.

This year, the March 22

learn more about agriculture
and get to know local re-
sources a little bit better.

“Our annual media event is
a great time for local media to

committing to that goal, other
end users like China and Eu-
rope are investing in both coun-
tries. Even U.S. exporters are

national market opportunities
and challenges.

A tour of this nature is es-
pecially important for Illinois
farmers, as Illinois’ position on
the Mississippi, 1llinois, and
Ohio River system makes ex-
ports a huge market and a com-
petitive advantage for Illinois
agricultural products.

According to Myer, a key
take home message of the tour
was that the U.S. is falling be-
hind on investments in infras-
tructure.

“Panama has committed to
spend billions of dollars to ex-
pand their lock and accommo-
date larger vessels and we’re
falling behind because we can’t
even commit a much smaller
dollar amount to upgrade our
system,” he said. “Our country
just isn’t doing anything. Our
locks and dams are ancient and

percent of Panamanians voted
to expand the Canal. Also frus-

Continued on page 4

Attention baseball fans:
Cubs vs Brewers

Please join the LaSalle County Farm Bureau
on June 14 when the Cubs take on the
Milwaukee Brewers at Wrigley Field.
Cost for the trip is $85 per member
and $95 per non-member if paid
before May 20. After May 20, cost
increases to $90 and $100, respec-
tively.

The group will leave the LaSalle
County Farm Bureau parking lot

at 3 p.m. on June 14.

Tickets are limited and are assigned
on a first come, first served basis. Please call

the LaSalle County Farm Bureau at 815-433-0371 for more in-
formation or to reserve your tickets.
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During a visit to the Zen-Noh Elevator in Louisiana, David Myer and other Illi-
nois farmers confirmed what they already knew: U.S. investments in infras-
tructure are not keeping pace with foreign countries. The United States must
repair and rebuild locks and dams on the Mississippi River or become less
competitive in global markets. (photo courtesy of lllinois Farm Bureau)
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From the President

By Monty Whipple
President
LaSalle County Farm Bureau

Every ten years, the Unit-
ed States government con-
ducts a nation wide census.
From that information, we
learn how our nation is grow-
ing and where it is growing,
Locally, the census shows that
LaSalle County’s population
grew to about 114,000 people
with small shifts in population
densities.

With the changes in popu-
lation numbers and densities
comes the reapportionment of
districts both at a county and
state level. Likewise, whole
states will gain or lose mem-
bers in the House of Repre-
sentatives based upon the new
population figures. In Illinois’
case, we will actually lose a
voting member in the U.S.
House. Senate members, of
coutse, remain at two for
every state.

LaSalle County, like all
counties, has been in the pro-
cess of reapportioning its
board districts. Their first de-
cision though was to decide on
the number of county board
members by which the county
would be divided.

The present number of
county board members is 29.

There has been discussion
about reducing that number.
An advisory referendum six
years ago supported reduction
of the county
board from
the present
number to
11. If the
board size is
to be re-
duced, now
would be the
time to do it
while the district is being reap-
portioned

Our LaSalle County Farm
Bureau Board recently voted
again in favor of keeping the
country board size at 29. We
understand the need for cost
cutting and efficiencies. How-
ever, we believe we have sound
and practical reasons for sup-
porting the current size of the
county board.

We assume the county
board will continue efforts to
phase out insurance and bene-
fit packages for remaining
board members. We support
those efforts, but even so the
money saved on a per meeting
basis is small. The total cost
for all meetings of the county
board is less than $2 per tax-
payer. Cutting the board to
11, or 15, or 21 members will
save less than $1 per tax bill.

Monty hipple

Most likely, remaining mem-
bers will be paid more to com-
pensate for having to cover
extra meetings.

Board members per diem
income has not changed since
the early 1990%. They are due
for an increase, especially if
they are required to assume
additional duties and put in
morte hours if the board mem-
bership is reduced.

Some citizens who sup-
port cutting back the size and
pay of our county board prob-
ably have never considered
taking on the job themselves,
nor do they have any idea what
responsibilities come with
being a county board member.
I can tell you first hand, the
county board members I know
and have worked with are ded-
icated, hardworking and very
concerned about spending tax
dollars wisely.

Another good reason for
keeping the county board
membership at 29 is rural rep-
resentation. The possibility ex-
ists that a significantly smaller
country board of 11 could
more easily be controlled by
the special interests from cities
and towns where most of the
population resides. Let’s look
at what’s happened in our
great state of Illinois for ex-
ample. We “downstaters”

Agriculture art in the classroom

Allison Kuhn, a fourth
grader at FEarlville Elementary
in Earlville, 11., was selected as
the first place winner for the
LaSalle County Farm Bureau
Young Leaders Committee’s
annual coloring contest out of
more than 450 entries.

For her efforts, Kuhn was
given a “Farming: Our Ameri-
can Heritage” sweatshirt along
with a coupon to a local
restaurant. Her class will also
enjoy an ice cream party, cout-
tesy of the Young Leaders
Committee.

“This event tends to bring
out the best in our LaSalle
County fourth graders and in
our community,” said Bill Mc-

o

Donnell, Young Leaders Com-
mittee Chair. “I am consis-
tently pleasantly surprised at
the number of entries submit-
ted and I’m even more excited
to know that each of these stu-
dents has received a positive
message about agriculture, the
primary industry for our coun-
ty.”

Every fourth grade student
within the county is invited to
participate and for their hard
work and artistic vision, they
are rewarded with a restaurant
coupon depending on the area
and the availability of certain
restaurants. The Young Lead-
ers Committee evaluates en-
tries at their committee meet-

ing and determines the first
place and second place winner.

According to McDonnell,
programs like these create op-
portunities for local youth to
think about their surroundings.

“I’m always encouraged
that so many fourth grade
teachers take the time to par-
ticipate in our contest and I re-
ally think that the program cre-
ates a connection between
local farmers and the teachers
and students in our schools,”
said McDonnell. “Those con-
nections between what you’re
learning in school and what’s
going on around you make
your education so much more
valuable.”

Dy na-Gre

constantly fight to maintain
some say in all the lawmaking
that goes on in Springfield. We
battle huge legislative repre-
sentation out of Chicago and
the neighboring suburbs. Let’s
face it. The voices of rural
America are being silenced by
the large and loud majority of
people who are urban born
and raised.

Here’s another thought. A
larger county board provides
more diversity of thought and
expertise. LaSalle is a large
county with lots of issues to
tackle. The board has desig-
nated several special commit-
tees to take on all the work
that has to be done. 29 board
members will likely bring a va-
riety of knowledge, experi-
ence, and opinions to the
table, and that is good for our
county.

Lastly, 29 county board
representatives serving a coun-
ty with a population of
114,000 is not out of line.
Let’s look at what our neigh-
boring counties are doing. Ac-
cording to The Times newspa-
pet, Bureau County has 26
board members representing
35,000 people; Lee County has
18 members for just 36,000
residents; Livingston County
has 24 for 39,000 residents;
Grundy has 18 for 50,000 resi-
dents; Woodford County has
15 for 39,000 residents. Mat-
shall and Putnam Counties
have 12 and 5 respectfully
serving only about 1,000 resi-
dents per board member.
DeKalb County, with 24 mem-
bers, is on par with LaSalle

County for representatives per
resident. Only Kendall Coun-
ty, with 10 board members
serving 114,700 people, is
vastly different from sur-
rounding communities. My
point is 29 LaSalle county
board members serving a
county this large is not out of
line.

We all understand the need
to cut costs and be efficient.
But until you can convincingly
“Show Me the Money” saved
will be worth settling for re-
duced representation, I sup-
port the status quo of 29
members. I say this in expec-
tation that the large costs in-
curred with providing county
board members with insurance
and other benefits will be
greatly reduced or eliminated
all together.

The really tough choice in
all this is not about the num-
ber of representatives on the
county board, but the quality
of those representing us. It
behooves all of us to get in-
volved in the political process
whether it be local, state, or
national government. Know
who your elected officials are,
and respectfully make your
thoughts and ideas known to
them. Or how about this, if
you have something to offer,
throw your hat in the ring. Do
your part to make this a better
county, state, country, and
wortld. Don’t just be fan who
likes to yell at the players. If
you can do better, get in the
game!

Monty
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Bruce Butchko Rick Passow
1019 N LaSalle St 306 W 7th Ave 175 W Sl Johnson Ave | PO Box 531
Ottawa, IL 61350 Mendota, IL 61342 Sheridan, IL 60551
815-433-1440 815-539-3441 815-496-2258
815-795-3500

Kevin Berryman
603 E Etna Dr
Ottawa, IL 61350

815-433-9014

Brian Carnes
1019 N LaSalle St
Ottawa, IL 61350

815-433-1440

160 N Main St
Leland, IL 60531

815-495-9396
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Ag in the Classroom has
a heritage in LaSalle County

The LaSalle County Farm
Bureau made a point to invest in
the education of their future
when they hired Ag in the Class-
room Cootdinator Connie
Soulsby in 1999. Though this
was the first formal venture into
an Ag in the Classroom pro-
gram, the LaSalle County Farm
Bureau Board felt strongly that
educating the children in LaSalle
County would pay dividends in
the future.

They were right. Recent re-
search funded by several Illinois
commodity groups and the Illi-
nois Farm Bureau shows that
non-farm consumers site child-
hood ag lessons or field trips
and “driving by the farm” as the
two most important sources of
their information on agriculture.

Obviously reaching children
is paramount to developing a
voting body that understands
where their next meal is coming
from.

Soulsby started the effort in
LaSalle County by reaching out
to all the county fourth grade
classrooms and offering a five
lesson unit on agriculture to the
teachers. The five lessons would
cover general agriculture, corn,
soybeans, dairy, and livestock.

“It went very well and every
year I had more and more teach-
ers that participated. I was very
busy going to only fourth grade
classrooms all over LaSalle
county,” Soulsby said.

After three years as Ag in
the Classtoom Coordinator,
Soulsby took a position as an

B Snace?

Here at 1%t Farm Credit Services
we can help you get it!

e We have developed the largest variety of facility loan and lease options.
* Each options is tailored to custom fit the specific needs of your operation.
¢ Your financial professionals will help you choose the right

product for your farm.

eighth grade teacher at North-
lawn Junior High in Cedar where
she has been for the past nine
years. At first, teaching history,
she didn’t have much opportuni-
ty to thread agriculture into the
curriculum. But when Soulsby
was recently asked to teach an
enrichment class on anything
she wanted, she immediately re-
turned to her agricultural roots.

“I’'m an elementary educa-
tion teacher who married a
farmer. And I took an agricul-
ture course at ISU that was
aimed at ag teachers. But when
my principal asked me to teach
an enrichment course on any-
thing I wanted that was fun and
interesting, I went back to agti-
culture because I love it so
much,” she said.

Now Soulsby is again talking
ag four days a week with a group
of students that rotates through
her four week course. The class
covers corn, soybeans, cotton,
livestock and various other gen-
eral ag concepts.

Soulsby indicates that there
are some really basic concepts
about agriculture that the stu-
dents don’t understand. She fo-
cuses on basic science concepts
like male and female livestock,
male and female parts of corn
plants, and different breeds of
both livestock and crops.

“The kids really get excited
when they realize that boy cows
aren’t cows and don’t have ud-
ders. They don’t know that a
dairy cow is a female that has
had a calf. Many of them have

detasseled and have no idea that
a corn plant has a male and fe-
male part. They think that we
are growing sweet corn in
LaSalle County instead of field
corn. These are basic concepts
that we take for granted, but
they have no idea.”

Since Soulsby’s exit from the
LaSalle County Ag in the Class-
room program, the program
continues with new Ag in the
Classroom Coordinator Ron
Burdon who has served in the
capacity since 2002. Burdon
also visits fourth grade class-
rooms within the county with
lessons on general ag and vari-
ous crops and livestock.

If you are interested in an
agricultural lesson at your fourth
grade classroom, please contact
the LaSalle County Farm Bureau
office at 815-433-0371.
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Subway Restaurants — Don Trager, owner

1118 Columbus St., Ottawa, IL 61350
815-434-6400

4105 Columbus St., Ottawa, IL 61350
815-434-9140

200 N. Lewis St., Oglesby, IL 61348
815-883-8899

1517 36th St., Peru, IL 61354
815-223-0300

85 3rd St., LaSalle, IL 61301
815224-3333

* In business since July, 2000

¢ Slogan: Eat Fresh

* Specialty: We make sub
sandwiches exactly the way
you want them! There are
infinite choices with Subway.

* New Farm Bureau discount at Subway: Show your current membership
card and enjoy a 6 inch meal for $5.00. Choices include: Meatball
Marinara, BLT, Spicy ltalian, Cold Cut Combo, Black Forest Ham,
Veggie Delite, Oven Roasted Chicken, Tuna and a 21 oz. drink
with choice of chips, apple slices, yogurt, or two cookies.

*Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer

 Did you know that Subway serves pizzas?

¢ Our newest sandwich is the Orchard Chicken Salad which will be
featured in May as a $5 footlong. Come try it outl

* Don Trager's Subway Restaurants do a lot for the local high schools,
including offering discounts and serving food for different events.

He also donates food for Easter Seals events.

Seed treatments preserve profits

Scott Reel, GRAINCO FS
Agronomy Department
Manager

Again in 2011, farmers are
looking for ways to protect the
investment they have in their
corn and soybean crops. Insur-
ance programs have been aimed
at the crops being produced,
but with the investment in high-
er priced seed technology sys-
tems, how do you aid that in-
vestment to produce more?

One proven method is to
use seed treatments to protect
and improve yields. Our
GRAINCOAT seed treatment
system is designed to allow
producers to develop the best
treatment system on a field by
field basis. The ability to de-
sign a seed treatment program
is also important when chang-
ing varieties. GRAINCOAT is
a seed applied fungicide that
suppresses many of the dis-
eases that farmers face in Illi-
nois. This fungicide treatment
not only improves yields, but it
also improves standability.

GRAINCOAT PRO incot-
porates the use of a systemic
insecticide with the base fungi-
cide treatment. Again, this
combination treatment will im-
prove the overall protection
offered with the program.
GRAINCO FS has been offer-
ing Optimize LCO, a growth
promoter with inoculants, for a
number of years. This prod-
uct has shown exceptional re-
sults in improved root growth,
faster seedling starts, and bet-
ter overall plant health.

For the total program, con-
sider using GRAINCOAT PRO

plus LCO. With this program
we have seen significant increas-
es in early vigor, faster stand es-
tablishment, better standability,
faster canopy, and increased
yields. Grain commodity prices
offer a significant return on in-
vestment for treatment.

Talk to your GRAINCO
FS Crop Specialist today, for
more information on an effec-
tive and efficient seed treat-
ment program for your farm-
ing operation. We are confi-
dent that we will help you in-
crease and preserve profits.

Spring is good time to soil sample
for fall fertilizer applications

Dave Benson, GRAINCO
FS Certified Crop Specialist
The spring is always a very
busy time of the year, and no
doubt the 2011 spring season
will be busier than ever. At
this time of the year, it is hard
to remember just how busy
things can get in the fall.

GXQ
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1 Farm Credit Services,

AT THE HEART OF A GROWING AMERICA

3184 N. State Route 23 * Ottawa, IL 61350
(815) 433-2130 » www. 1stfarmcredit.com

I*" Farm Credit Services is an equal opportunity provider. e

We also offer: Agricultural Real Estate Financing, Risk Management Products, Leasing,
Agricultural Appraisals, Rural Consumer Loans and more.

WCMY and Program Director Jay LeSeure celebrated National Agricul-
ture week in March by bringing La Salle county fourth graders into the
radio station to tell what they learned about agriculture through LaSalle
County Farm Bureau's Agriculture in the Classroom program.

Looking back on the last two
falls, however, it is easy to re-
member just how slow or fast
the season can progress.

Accomplishing even the
smallest task in a timely man-
ner can be extremely benefi-
cial. Fall tillage in 2009 was
definitely a challenge and fertil-
izer application was critically
important, but in the fall of
2010 tillage was not the prob-
lem, but finding limestone to
apply could have been. Many
producers depend on soil sam-
ple results before making fall
fertilizer and limestone appli-
cations.

More and more farmers
have turned to sampling soil in
the spring prior to a fall appli-
cation program. We are en-
couraging more farmers to
adopt this practice, as a way to
ensure that the sampling gets
done and that the application
rates are in line with the needs
for the field. Ask your
GRAINCO FS Crop Specialist
for more information on a
spring soil sampling program,
beginning in 2011.
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More than 500 FFA members, County Farm Bureau Managers, FFA advisors from 80 lllinois counties attended the
2010 lllinois Farm Bureau®& Affiliates Youth Conference, April 4-5 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Springfield. Pictured
(left to right) are: FRONT ROW: Andrew Larson, Serena FFA; James Bernard, Ottawa FFA; Ellen Wiley, Serena FFA;
Perry Harlow, Seneca FFA; BACK ROW: John Edgar, President, lllinois Association FFA; John Jenkins, Mendota FFA;
Austin Granby, Seneca FFA; Justin Cave, Ottawa FFA; Evan Peach, Mendota FFA. "Lights, Camera, Take ACTION"
the theme of this year's conference, offered FFA members in their junior year of high school, a unique opportunity
for career and personal development. This year's attendees got the opportunity to visit with representatives about
scholarships, internships, leadership programs, and career opportunities from community colleges, universities, agri-
culture commodity groups, and the lllinois Farm Bureau and its family of companies at a career fair. The conference
also provided a series breakout sessions that outlined opportunities in agriculture and provided information about the
lllinois Farm Bureau and its family of companies. The annual two-day conference is sponsored by lllinois Farm Bu-
reau and its affiliated companies, which include GROWMARK, COUNTRY Financial, Prairie Farms and the IAA Cred-
it Union. Please visit www.youthed.org or hitp://www.facebook.com/ilfbyea for more information on the lllinois Farm
Bureau & affiliated companies Youth Education program.

Colombia/Panama trip

Continued from page 1

trating is that Panama is spend-
ing $5.25 billion to widen the
Canal when the US. investment
needed for immediate upgrades
to the 75 year old locks and
dams would only take $30 mil-
lion.

Another primary message
the Illinois delegation heard
loud and clear was the need for
Free Trade Agreements with
both Panama and Colombia.

“Both those countries want
U.S. products,” said Myer.
“They desperately want to trade
with us and were encouraged in
20006 that they worked with the
U.S. and got the agreements to
the point where they thought
both countries agreed. Then we
never got the agreement pre-
sented to Congress for any

votes.”

The U.S. exports to Colom-
bia fell 50 percent in 2008 and
agricultural exports are estimat-
ed to have declined by $800
since that year. Also in 2008,
the U.S. sold $600 million in
corn to Colombia and by 2010,
U.S. exports fell $200 million as
Argentine and Brazilian corn re-
ceived more favorable tariff
treatment than U.S. corn.

According to Myer, a free
trade agreement with Colombia
would mean increased exports
of soybean meal and flour,
corn, feed grains, pork, con-
struction equipment, and vari-
ous chemicals. This has the po-
tential to impact Illinois drasti-
cally given our position on the
river, our ability to export, and

Country agents honored

Every month, the LaSalle
County Farm Bureau seeks to
honor the COUNTRY agents
who increase their member-
ship the most throughout the
month.

In Febru-
ary, that
honor goes
to Joe Starkey
for signing
five new as-
sociate mem-
bers. A total
of 28 new as-
sociate mem-
bers and two new producer
members were signed during
the month of February. The
month ended with a total
membership of 6,269.

Joe Starkey

Brad Passow received the
honot for the month of March
with nine new associate mem-
bers signed. All the county
COUNTRY
agents to-
gether added
43 new asso-
clate mem-
bers and
four new
producer
members,
giving
LaSalle
County Farm Bureau a total
membership of 6,354 mem-
bers.

A big thanks goes to these
agents for their efforts this

spring.

Rick Passow

our primary industries.

“I would definitely recom-
mend that anyone go on some-
thing like this. It was a very
good experience,” Myer said. “I
was impressed because the gov-
ernmental officials in Colombia
came to speak to us. They want
a relationship with us and they
appreciated the opportunity to
talk to us about the barriers we
have to trade with their coun-
try.”

Myer said that the experi-
ence of starting in LaSalle
County and seeing the CGB
River Terminal, visiting New
Ortleans, and then seeing where
that grain ends up in Colombia
or Panama was really valuable.

“I feel optimistic that we’ll
see some movement on the
Free Trade Agreements and ev-
eryone we talked to says that as
soon as they are signed, we’ll get
these markets back. Where we
end up with no investment in
infrastructure is another story,
but I guess we’ll see the out-
comes of that soon enough.”

Call-a-thon

Continued from page 1

Spreading of municipal
sludge was the biggest local
concern. Members were happy
for the educational efforts
LCFB has gotten involved in
and were happy to hear that
LCFB has a committee work-
ing on the issue. Since the Call
A Thon, there has been H.R.
806 introduced by Frank
Mautino, co-sponsored by Bob
Pritchard and Sue Rezin and

Tips from Tom

Gearing up for spring
turf maintenance

By Thomas Edgcomb,
Certified Turf Specialist

Wow, another great start to
spring! But, what a busy time
of the year for families, busi-
nesses, and our lawn mainte-
nance pro-
jects, which
all demand
time.

As you
take a look at
lawn im-
provement
maintenance
projects, we
recommend an application of
16-0-8 fertilizer, with Viper to
feed your lawn and weed your
lawn at the same time. The ad-
dition of Viper to this fertiliz-
er blend allows you to apply a
standard broad spectrum her-
bicide with the fertilizer, and
take care of two jobs in one
application.

We need to get right on
the job of re-seeding those
areas of the lawn that need to
be thickened. For this job, you
will want to use our Deluxe

Tom Edgcomb

Ag breakfast

Continued from page 1

sit and chat with local farmers
and leaders in the Illinois agri-
cultural industry. We offer a
relaxed setting and a quick
briefing on ag issues which
helps local media get a better
picture of our industry and the
opportunities and challenges
that exist for a LaSalle County
farmer,” said Doug Stockley,
LaSalle County Farm Bureau
Membership Chairman.
According to Stockley, the
LCEB hosts the Media Break-
fast every year because every
year there seems to be a
greater need to teach people
what’s actually happening on
the farm. Reaching out to the
public is an LCFB priority.
During this event, media
had breakfast with Bob Beutke
and Monty Whipple represent-
ing LaSalle County Farm Bu-
reau, Pam Janssen representing
the Illinois Pork Producers As-

unanimously passed in the
House to address the issue.

“Opverall, it was a very well
accepted event and it’s some-
thing that we need to continue
doing. Next year, I will be
more excited about it because 1
know that everyone I talked to
thanked me for calling more
than once in the conversation
and they were happy to discuss
things,” he said.

Grass Seed mix for the seeding
project. Our Deluxe mixture
is our highest quality mix and
provides an excellent blend of
hardy seed for most all appli-
cations. Remember to also
add a starter fertilizer to the
new seeding projects. We rec-
ommend the application of a
14-24-9 starter fertilizer.

Also, remember to prepare
your seed bed, use a straw bed
for the project, and for added
erosion control use our ero-
sion control straw blanket.
Taking these steps will help
provide for an excellent lawn
and new lawn start for 2011.

As our temperatures begin
to warm, we recommend that
you take a look at our Pond
products. It will soon be time
to consider one of our Pond
products for algae and weed
control. You will also want to
consider one of our Pond dye
products to help prepare your
pond for summer enjoyment.
As always, we welcome your
questions and thank you for
your business.

sociation, Fred Baker repre-
senting the Illinois Beef Asso-
ciation, Brad Temple repre-
senting the Illinois Farm Bu-
reau, and Donna Jeschke rep-
resenting the Illinois Corn
Marketing Board. Each leader
was given an opportunity to
briefly describe some of the
opportunities and challenges
that exist within their specific
industry and within agriculture
as a whole. The resulting dis-
cussion between the farmer
leaders and the media helped
both groups understand how
agriculture’s concerns and pri-
orities affect consumers and
the community as a whole.

Key issues discussed were
Illinois state budget concerns,
farmer challenges dealing with
increasing state and federal
regulations, lack of under-
standing between farm and
non-farm consumers, and ani-
mal welfare extremists.

“I think the local media re-
ally appreciate this event,” said
Stockley. “Not only do they
learn a lot, but I think they
walk away with some good
story ideas and some good
sources. And if nothing else,
connecting media with farmers
that can tell them the truth and
present an authentic and realis-
tic view of food production is
definitely a positive thing.”



